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           GMP #60 
 
Commi ssi oner ' s memo #94- 035 
 
TO:   Di st r i ct  Di r ect or s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Manager s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Super vi sor s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Speci al i st s 
 
FROM:  Donal d R.  St er n,  M. D. ,  M. P. H.  
  Act i ng St at e Heal t h Commi ssi oner  
 
SUBJECT:  Fees f or  Cl osed- Loop Heat  Pump Wel l s 
  Wat er  -  Per mi t  Fees  
 
 As you know,  t he Code of  Vi r gi ni a pr escr i bes a $40 f ee f or  
an appl i cat i on f or  a per mi t  t o const r uct  a pr i vat e wel l .   
Pr evi ousl y,  t he f ee was $25.    
 
 One of  t he or i gi nal  consi der at i ons f or  set t i ng a f ee was 
t hat  onl y one wel l  woul d be necessar y f or  most  i ndi v i dual s.   At  
t he t i me of  t he or i gi nal  bi l l  t o aut hor i ze t he Depar t ment  t o 
char ge a f ee f or  an appl i cat i on f or  a per mi t ,  c l osed- l oop gr ound-
sour ce heat  pump wel l s wer e onl y begi nni ng t o be pr oposed.   Now,  
c l osed- l oop gr ound- sour ce heat  pump syst ems ar e becomi ng mor e 
popul ar  and ut i l i t y  compani es ar e pr omot i ng t hei r  use as an 
economi c al t er nat i ve f or  heat i ng and cool i ng.  
 
 Unt i l  now,  t he Depar t ment ' s pol i cy was t hat  a f ee was t o be 
char ged f or  each wel l  bei ng dr i l l ed.   So,  i f  a pr oposed heat  pump 
syst em r equi r ed 100 wel l s,  a $4, 000 appl i cat i on f ee was char ged.  
 Sever al  r equest s have been r ecei ved t o r educe t he f ee or  t o 
pl ace a cap on t he f ees f or  c l osed- l oop gr ound- sour ce heat  pump 
wel l s.    
  
 Revi ew of  t he cur r ent  pol i cy by t he Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  
Heal t h Ser vi ces r eveal ed t hat  whi l e i t  t akes l onger  t o eval uat e a 
s i t e f or  40 wel l s as opposed t o one,  i t  does not  t ake 40 t i mes as 
much t i me t o r evi ew t he si t es.   Di scussi ons wi t h Vi r gi ni a Power  
i ndi cat es most  heat  pump syst ems f or  s i ngl e f ami l y dwel l i ngs 
r equi r e l ess t han 10 l oops.   We bel i eve t hat  t hi s shoul d be t he 
basi s f or  f ees f or  c l osed- l oop gr ound- sour ce heat  pump wel l s.  
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 Ther ef or e,  ef f ect i ve i mmedi at el y,  f ees f or  cl osed- l oop 
gr ound- sour ce heat  pump wel l  const r uct i on per mi t s shal l  be based 
on 10 l oops per  per mi t .   I n ot her  wor ds,  i f  an appl i cant  appl i es 
f or  a per mi t  t hat  wi l l  r equi r e 40 l oops,  t he appl i cat i on f ee wi l l  
be $160.   The f ees wi l l  not  be pr or at ed f or  syst ems t hat  r equi r e 
a number  of  wel l s t hat  ar e not  di v i s i bl e by 10.   Ther ef or e,  i f  a 
syst em r equi r es 45 l oops,  t he appl i cat i on f ee wi l l  be $200.  
 
 Li kewi se,  per mi t s f or  c l osed- l oop gr ound- sour ce heat  pump 
syst ems wi l l  be i ssued f or  mul t i pl es of  t en l oops.   A syst em of  
40 l oops wi l l  r equi r e f our  per mi t s and a syst em of  45 l oops wi l l  
r equi r e f i ve per mi t s.  
 
 I f  you have any quest i ons about  t hi s pol i cy,  pl ease cal l  
Gar y Hagy at  ( 804)  786- 1750.  
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